PANIC IN THEATER

Big Audience at the Bijou Be-
comes Fear-Stricken Over
a Blight Fire.

WILD RUSH IS MADE
1

Fortunately All Reach the Street
Without Sustaining Seri-

ous Injury.

LESSEE M’COY GIVES WARNING

Tells the People Diplomatieally of
Their Peril—Blaze Soon Extin-

gulshed and the Perform-
ance Is Hesuamed,




Sixteen hundred people were thrown into &
panic in the Bijou theater, Halsted street and
Jackson boulevard, last night by a warning
that the bullding was menaced by fire.

There was a wild rush for the exits, and the
few policemen who were near at hand were
vnable to control the lcaders of the excited
wob. No one was Iinjured, bhowever, al-
though men and women were crowded to-
gether and pushed flercely into Lhe street.

When the curtain went up every seat in the
rouse was occupled. The lessee of the bulld-
ing, E. H. McCoy, had remain<d long enough
to see that everything was in goo. shape
for the performance, and a few mnntu nftqr
9 o'clock he started home.

When he reached the fromt door he no-
ticed three men om the opposite side of
Halsted strect, who were looking intently al
the roof of the bullding. He, too, looked up.
Along the cornice he saw a little blue blaze,
and he lost no time in going to the rear of the
theater. He entered by the stage door just

‘as a vaudeville team were finishing their turn.

““Ladies and gentlemen.,” he said, as he ad-

vanced to the front of the stage, “‘there is a

fire a half a block away, but I think it would

be best for all to leave the theater. There is

po danger. Leave slowly, please.”
Exciting Cry Is Ralsed.

There was no indication of a panic. A
pumber of the persons who filled the seats
on the lower floor arose, and there was every
sppearance of good order.
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Suddenly some one shouted ‘Fire!” aed In-
stantly all was coufusion and excitement.
There were 600 men and boys in the top gal-
lery, and they set up a shout as they hurried
to the exits. Down the narrow stalrs they
ran, and while several of the house attaches
were try.ng to stop them Pollce Officers David |
Carroll and Johp Jackman of the DesplaTnes

were u}m_lt.ﬁi‘hiih. They added to the

excitement. .

. One woman falnted, bul was carried Inlo a
; : soon revived. So far as the
police could mscertain, she was the only per-

son who suffered any during the panic, and
Mmmﬂeulu:uhrme,lpﬂT
returned to the theater after the excitement




Impossible to Stop Them.

E. C. Laird and Edward Baker, ticket-sell-
n the gallery, tried to stop the men and
boys who were in that part of the house, but
thelr efforts were unavailing. They were
and a rush for the street was

50 doing, a ladder was run to one of the win-
dows, but pno one tried to use it.

In five minutes the firemen had (he blaze
extinguished. It was caused by croseed elec-
tric wires, and when the patrons of the house
saw the danger was past they hurried back

of ‘Fire!' came from the

bouse,” sald Mr. McCoy.

yes , howewver, that it

the upper gallery. I did

the people leave quletly,

been raised I would have
to

b R N N e
- . S AT —

 to thelr seats. They were almost as anxious
aﬂhﬂﬂlﬂ bad been to leave. There
i a delay of half an hour, but the
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